How and When You Should Chlorinate Your 4” Residential Water Well

1. It is important to disinfect your water well every 6 to 12 months.

2. The first step in disinfecting your water well is to determine the amount of bleach you will need.  We recommend 1 quart per 100’ water in the well.  This is not the total depth of the well. The depth of water is the distance from the water level to the bottom of the well.  This information is on your well log.
3. Unscrew the ¼” plastic or steel pipe plug at the top of the well-seal.  The well-seal is normally a blue flange directly on top of the well with 4 bolts in it.  DO NOT REMOVE THE BOLTS!  With a kitchen funnel, pour in regular-unscented household laundry chlorine solution into the well.  The label should say 5-6% sodium hypochlorite.  Follow the chlorine with 2 to 4 gallons of water.  This will wash the chlorine off of the pipe and wire. 

4. Let the chlorine set in the well for an hour and then run the chlorine in all the pipes.  You do this by opening one fixture at a time.  Start with the fixture furthest from the water well and work your way towards it.  Let the water run until you smell chlorine.  Be sure to run hot water also.  If you don't smell chlorine after 15 minutes, add more bleach solution and repeat. 

5. Let the chlorine stand in the pipes for 6 to 12 hours.  Don’t use the water!  Make sure children are supervised very carefully. 

6. Flush outside spigots first until you no longer smell chlorine.  This should take 15 to 45 minutes depending on water flow and number of fixtures.  Don't use this water on delicate plants.  Next, flush water inside the house. 

